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Every year, thousands of law graduates prepare seriously for CLAT PG. Many study for months
and put in consistent effort. Yet, only a few secure top ranks. The difference is not because of

intelligence. It is usually due to the approach.

CLAT PG is not about studying endlessly; it is about studying strategically and with proper clarity

about the exam. Here are some of the most common mistakes made by CLAT PG aspirants.

1. Treating CLAT PG Like an Undergraduate Exam

Many aspirants prepare in the same way they did for semester exams. They memorise sections,

read notes repeatedly, and focus on the theoretical completion of the syllabus.

However, CLAT PG is judgment-oriented and passage-based. It tests interpretation and reasoning

rather than memory.

Instead of cramming, aspirants must learn to read Supreme Court judgments properly, identify

the core issue, understand the reasoning, and extract the legal principle.

2. Ignoring Recent Supreme Court Judgments
A serious mistake is focusing only on old landmark cases while ignoring recent developments.

CLAT PG often draws questions from contemporary constitutional, environmental, criminal, and

commercial law judgments. Recent decisions reflect evolving doctrines and legal directions.

Aspirants should regularly follow important Supreme Court rulings, especially constitutional
bench matters, and understand the issue involved, the reasoning adopted, and the principle laid

down.

Staying updated strengthens both knowledge and confidence.
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3. Over-Focusing on Bare Acts

Bare Acts are essential for understanding the structure of the law, but memorising sections word

for word is not enough.

CLAT PG rarely asks direct section-based questions. Instead, it tests how provisions are

interpreted and applied.
Aspirants should read Bare Acts for clarity but must connect them with leading case laws.

Understanding explanations, provisos, and judicial interpretation is more valuable than

mechanical memorisation.

4. Not Practicing Passage-Based Questions

Some aspirants delay solving passage-based questions because they want to “finish the syllabus”

first.
This approach weakens preparation.

Since the entire paper is passage-driven, practice must begin early. Regular exposure improves

reading speed, comprehension, and elimination skills.

Mock tests are useful only when analysed properly. Reviewing mistakes and understanding why

an option was wrong is where real improvement happens.
5. Ignoring Mock Test Analysis
Writing many mocks without analysing them carefully is ineffective.

The purpose of a mock is not merely to check your score but to identify gaps in understanding.

Aspirants should review each mistake, recognise whether it was a conceptual error or a

misreading, and revise accordingly.

Consistent analysis gradually reduces repeated errors and improves accuracy.

6. Studying Too Many Sources

Due to anxiety, aspirants often collect multiple books, coaching materials, and online

compilations.
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This creates confusion and leads to superficial understanding.
Depth is more important than volume.
Limiting sources and revising them multiple times builds stronger conceptual clarity.

Stability in preparation is more productive than constantly changing strategies.

7. Ignoring Core Subjects

CLAT PG covers core areas such as Constitutional Law, Criminal Law, Family Law, Jurisprudence,

Company Law, and Environmental Law.
Neglecting any major subject can lead to an unnecessary loss of marks.
Balanced preparation and repeated revision of fundamental topics and doctrines are essential.

Equal attention to all core areas ensures stable performance.

8. Not Understanding Legal Doctrines Properly

Important doctrines like Basic Structure, Proportionality, Legitimate Expectation, and Public

Trust are frequently tested.
Many aspirants memorise definitions without understanding their origin and application.

It is important to study how these doctrines evolved through case law and how courts apply them

in different contexts.

Conceptual clarity reduces confusion during the exam and improves elimination ability.

9. Poor Time Management During the Exam
Time management plays a crucial role on exam day.
Spending too much time on one difficult passage can create panic later.

Aspirants must practice timed mocks and develop a strategy to move ahead if a passage feels

lengthy or confusing.

Attempting manageable questions first and keeping time for review helps maintain composure.
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10. Comparing Too Much and Losing Confidence

Preparation can become mentally exhausting, especially when aspirants constantly compare their

mock scores and strategies with others.
This often leads to self-doubt. Progress in CLAT PG preparation is personal and gradual.

Maintaining a steady routine, focusing on individual improvement, and avoiding unnecessary

comparison helps preserve confidence.

Conclusion

Clearing CLAT PG does not require extraordinary talent. It requires discipline, awareness, and a
clear strategy. Avoiding these common mistakes can make preparation more effective and less

stressful.

When you study with understanding, practise consistently, and revise intelligently, the exam

becomes manageable. And once it becomes manageable, success follows naturally.
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