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Preparing for law entrance exams like CLAT and AILET? Check out these 9 common

mistakes to avoid while preparing for CLAT and AILET!

Preparing for law entrance exams like CLAT and AILET can be a challenging task, especially given

their competitive nature. Both exams are designed to test your aptitude, reasoning skills, and

legal knowledge.

However, many aspirants make common mistakes during their preparation, which can hinder

their performance on the final day. To help you avoid such pitfalls, here’s a detailed guide on the

mistakes to avoid while preparing for CLAT and AILET.

Ignoring the Exam Pattern and Syllabus

One of the most fundamental mistakes students make is not thoroughly understanding the exam

pattern and syllabus. Both CLAT and AILET have specific patterns, and the weightage of sections

differs in each exam. For instance:

Regularly visit the official websites of both exams [CLAT Consortium & AILET] and go through

the syllabus thoroughly. Familiarize yourself with the weightage of each section and prepare

accordingly.

Question Paper Format for CLAT

Edit Maximum Marks120 Duration of CLAT 2025 Exam2 hours Multiple-Choice

Questions120 questions of one mark each Negative Marking0.25 Mark for each wrong

answer
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Another critical mistake is not taking enough mock tests or practice papers. Many students focus

solely on studying concepts without testing their knowledge. Mocks not only help you understand

the exam format but also aid in time management, an essential skill for competitive exams.

Click here to take a FREE mock today!

Schedule regular mock tests throughout your preparation. After each test, analyze your

performance and focus on areas of improvement.

Overemphasizing One Section and Ignoring Others

It’s common for students to focus heavily on a section they are comfortable with while ignoring

others. For example, someone strong in legal reasoning may spend more time on that section

while ignoring logical reasoning or quantitative techniques.

CLAT 2025 Sectional Weightage

Edit Subject Areas with weightageApproximate Number of Questions English

Language22-26 questions, or roughly 20% of the paper Current Affairs, including

General Knowledge28-32 questions, or roughly 25% of the paper Legal Reasoning28-32

questions, or roughly 25% of the paper Logical Reasoning22-26 questions, or roughly

20% of the paper Quantitative Techniques10-14 questions, or roughly 10% of the paper

How to Avoid:

Prepare a balanced study schedule that covers all sections equally.

Devote extra time to your weak areas but don’t neglect your strengths entirely.

Relying on Outdated Study Material

The pattern and difficulty level of CLAT and AILET keep changing. Some students make the

mistake of preparing from outdated study material or sources that do not reflect the current exam

trends.

How to Avoid:
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Use updated and reliable sources for your preparation, including books, online resources, and

coaching materials.

Keep an eye on the latest updates and changes in the exam format.

Check out free resources for CLAT & AILET Prep!

Not Following a Timetable

Many aspirants dive into preparation without a structured timetable. This lack of planning can

lead to inconsistent study habits, where certain topics are covered in excess while others are

neglected entirely.

How to Avoid:

Create a realistic and balanced study timetable and stick to it.

Ensure that your timetable allows sufficient time for revision, mock tests, and rest.

Underestimating the Importance of Current Affairs

Current affairs, especially legal developments, play a crucial role in both CLAT and AILET. Some

students make the mistake of starting their current affairs preparation too late, which can be

overwhelming.

How to Avoid:

Start your current affairs preparation from day one.

Make reading newspapers, following legal news, and revising important events a daily habit.

Memorizing Legal Concepts Without Understanding

For the legal reasoning section, many aspirants fall into the trap of memorizing concepts rather

than understanding their application. This can be a disadvantage, as CLAT and AILET emphasize

application-based questions.

How to Avoid:
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Focus on understanding the principles behind legal concepts and how to apply them in

hypothetical scenarios.

Practice questions that require analytical thinking rather than rote memorization.

Check out these 100 Most Important Legal Terms for Law

Entrance Exams

Neglecting Time Management in the Exam

Time management during the exam is as crucial as your preparation. Many students get stuck on

difficult questions and run out of time before attempting all sections. This leads to poor

performance despite knowing the answers.

How to Avoid:

Practice solving questions under timed conditions.

During the actual exam, move on from a question if you’re stuck and come back to it later if

time permits.

Read More: Time Management Tips, Tricks for CLAT

Lack of Revision

Another common mistake is neglecting revision. With such vast syllabi, many students feel

overwhelmed and avoid revisiting topics they’ve already studied. However, without proper

revision, information retention becomes difficult.

How to Avoid:

Dedicate the last few weeks of your preparation solely to revision.

Regularly revise key concepts, important cases, and current affairs.
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