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Introduction

Legal maxims are concise phrases that express fundamental principles of law. These maxims have

been developed over centuries and are often expressed in the Latin language. They serve as

guiding principles for legal interpretation and decision-making. Check out this post for 9

important legal maxims for CLAT 2025!

Here are some common Legal Maxims for CLAT:

1.

Actus Reus Non Facit Reum Nisi Mens Sit Rea:

Meaning: “An act does not make a person guilty unless there is a guilty mind.”

Explanation: This maxim emphasizes the essential elements of criminal liability, stating that
both a wrongful act (actus reus) and a guilty intent (mens rea) are necessary for a person to be

held criminally liable.

Audi Alteram Partem:

Meaning: “Hear the other side.”

Explanation: This maxim underscores the principle of natural justice, which requires that both
parties in a legal dispute must be given the opportunity to present their case and be heard

before a decision is made. It emphasizes the importance of a fair and impartial hearing.

Res Ipsa Loquitur:

Meaning: “The thing speaks for itself.”

Explanation: In Tort law, this maxim suggests that negligence can be inferred from the
circumstances of an accident when it is evident that the accident would not have occurred

without someone’s negligence. It shifts the burden of proof to the defendant to explain the
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incident.

Ignorantia Juris Non Excusat:

Meaning: “Ignorance of the law is no excuse.”

Explanation: This maxim reflects the legal principle that individuals are presumed to know the
law, and not knowing the law is generally not a valid defense in legal proceedings. It promotes

legal awareness and compliance.

In Loco Parentis:

Meaning: “In the place of a parent.”

Explanation: In educational and childcare contexts, this maxim describes the legal
responsibility of individuals, such as teachers or guardians, to act in the best interests of a

child as if they were the child’s parent. It emphasizes the duty of care and protection.

Res Judicata:

Meaning: “A thing adjudicated.”

Explanation: Res judicata is a legal doctrine that prohibits the re-litigation of a matter that has
been previously decided by a competent court between the same parties. This maxim promotes

finality and certainty in legal proceedings.

Nemo Debet Esse Judex In Propria Causa:

Meaning: “No one should be a judge in their own cause.”

Explanation: This maxim highlights the principle of impartiality and fairness in legal
proceedings. It signifies that a person with a personal interest in a matter should not be the

decision-maker, as it may lead to bias.

Actio Personalis Moritur Cum Persona:

Meaning: “A personal action dies with the person.”

Explanation: This maxim indicates that a personal legal claim or cause of action typically does

not survive the death of the person who initiated it. It reflects the legal principle that certain
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claims are extinguished upon the claimant’s death.

9. De Minimis Non Curat Lex:

e Meaning: “The law does not concern itself with trifles.”

e Explanation: This maxim conveys the idea that the law does not bother with minor or
insignificant matters. It helps prioritize legal resources and attention on more significant

issues.

Also Read: Legal Maxims for CLAT- Part Il

Note: This post was updated and republished.
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