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The first reactions coming in from students across the country suggest that CLAT 2026 was a

predictable and balanced paper.

The overall difficulty was moderate, very similar to the pattern seen in the past two years.
English, GK and Legal Reasoning were comfortable for well-prepared aspirants because the

passages followed familiar themes and the questions were mostly direct.

The major talking point this year was the heavy weightage of Arithmetical Reasoning in

Logical Reasoning, which made that section more time consuming than expected.

Quantitative Techniques felt moderate, with standard data interpretation and arithmetic sets that

rewarded accuracy and calm execution.

Overall, students who solved regular mocks and strengthened their numerical and reasoning

fundamentals found the paper manageable.

This detailed CLAT 2026 exam analysis will help you understand difficulty levels, ideal attempts,
expected cutoffs and the likely ranks.

CLAT 2026 Exam Analysis: Key Highlights

Component Expected Insights What This Means

Overall Difficulty Moderate A steady practice regime was enough; no major
surprises

Sectional Difficulty Easy to Moderate English, GK and Legal were easier; LR and QT required
more time
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Paper Structure 120 MCQs Same as 2024 and 2025

Expected Cutoff Slightly higher Easier sections may push scores upward

Trend

Student Feedback Familiar question Ideal for students who solved mocks consistently
style

Expert View Comprehension Logic and reasoning mattered more than factual
focused memory

Section Wise CLAT 2026 Analysis

English Language

The English section stayed within an easy to moderate range. Passages centered around
contemporary themes such as public policy, social issues, environment and behavioural studies.
Vocabulary demanded contextual understanding instead of rare words. The main challenge was
interpreting tone and author perspective. Students who regularly practiced reading

comprehension performed well.

Parameter Details

Number of Questions 24

Difficulty Easy to Moderate
Good Score Around 20

Good Attempt 16 to 18

Current Affairs and GK

GK continued to be the most scoring section. Most questions revolved around recent national and
international developments. Students who kept track of monthly current affairs found the section
straightforward. Topics likely covered included Operation Sindoor, developments in Nepal, G20

and SCO summits and major constitutional discussions in news.
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Parameter

Number of Questions
Difficulty

Good Score

Good Attempt

Legal Reasoning

Details

28

Easy

Around 25

23 to 24

CLAT 2026 maintained its focus on comprehension based legal reasoning rather than testing deep

prior knowledge. Passages touched upon constitutional rights, basic tort principles and everyday

legal conflicts. While the passages were slightly longer, the structure was predictable. Accuracy

depended on identifying the precise legal principle and applying it without personal bias.

Parameter

Number of Questions

Difficulty

Good Score

Good Attempt

Logical Reasoning

Details

30

Moderate

Around 28

24 to 26

Logical Reasoning was the trickiest section this year. Many students felt the arguments were

longer and layered. Strengthen, weaken, assumption, inference and conclusion based questions

formed the majority. Time management was crucial. Eliminating extreme or emotionally attractive

options helped boost accuracy.

Parameter

Number of Questions

Difficulty

Details

26

Moderate
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Good Score Around 20

Good Attempt 16 to 18

Quantitative Techniques

QT featured a mix of arithmetic and DI sets. The difficulty level stayed moderate and the section
required two or three step calculations. No major pattern change compared to CLAT 2025.

Students with strong basics found it solvable while others experienced time pressure.

Parameter Details
Number of Questions 12
Difficulty Moderate
Good Score Around 10
Good Attempt 6to 8

CLAT 2026 Question Paper Pattern

Component Details

Total Questions 120

Sections English, GK, Legal, Logical, QT
Marking Scheme +1 for correct, 0.25 negative for wrong
Duration 2 hours

Type of Questions Passage based MCQs

Overall Difficulty Moderate

CLAT 2026 Expected Cutoffs for Top NLUs

Category Expected Cutoff
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General 87 to 98
OBC 83 to 95
SC 74 to 90
ST 70 to 86
EWS 85 to 96
PwD 65 to 80

What Top Scorers Did Right in CLAT 2026

1. Picked passages strategically and did not waste time on long or confusing ones.
2. Maintained controlled attempts, avoiding unnecessary negative marking.

3. Consistently practiced mocks, which helped them spot patterns and manage time.
4. Built strong reading habits through editorials, reports and long form articles.

5. Stayed calm during tough LR and QT sets, which protected accuracy.

What CLAT 2026 Means for CLAT 2027 Aspirants

Students preparing for CLAT 2027 must focus on:

e Building reading skills early

e Strengthening comprehension and reasoning

e Solving at least 40 to 50 full length mocks

e Analysing mistakes deeply instead of chasing raw scores

e Tracking exam trends and passage styles
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