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Advita Agrawal, a 2nd-year student at Hidayatullah National Law University, has written

this preparatory blog. Advita secured AIR 842 in the CLAT UG.

Preparing for CLAT can be both an exciting and challenging experience. When I began my
preparation, I assumed that success in the exam would depend on how many hours I studied or
how many resources I covered. However, after going through the process myself, I realized that
CLAT preparation is much more about strategy, consistency, and clarity of thought than about

studying endlessly.

Many aspirants work extremely hard but still struggle to see improvement because they
unknowingly repeat certain common mistakes. Recognizing and correcting these mistakes early

can make preparation far more effective and far less stressful.

One of the most common mistakes aspirants make while preparing for CLAT isrelying heavily
on rote memorization. Many aspirants approach the exam as if it were a traditional knowledge-

based test where remembering facts is enough.

In reality, CLAT focuses primarily on comprehension and reasoning. Whether it is the Legal
Reasoning section, Logical Reasoning, or even Current Affairs, the exam tests how well a student

understands a passage and applies reasoning to answer questions.

During my preparation, I noticed that trying to memorize large amounts of information was not
very helpful. Instead, focusing on understanding concepts, identifying arguments, and analyzing
issues proved far more beneficial. Aspirants should therefore prioritize conceptual clarity and

critical thinking rather than memorizing isolated facts.

Another common mistake is neglecting regular newspaper reading. Many students rely solely
on monthly current affairs compilations because they believe these summaries will cover
everything necessary for the exam. While such compilations are useful for revision, they cannot

replace the analytical understanding that comes from reading a newspaper regularly.
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Daily engagement with news helps aspirants become comfortable with complex writing,
understand the background of major issues, and develop the habit of analyzing arguments. Over
time, it also improves reading speed and vocabulary. In an exam like CLAT, where several

sections involve long passages, this habit becomes extremely valuable.

Students also often make the mistake of postponing mock tests until the later stages of their
preparation. Some believe that they should attempt mock tests only after completing the entire

syllabus.

However, CLAT does not have a conventional syllabus in the same sense as many other exams.
Mock tests are therefore not just assessment tools; they are an essential part of the learning
process. Attempting mocks regularly helps aspirants understand the exam pattern, improve time
management, and become comfortable with the pressure of solving multiple passages within a

limited time.

During my preparation, analysing mock tests was one of the most useful practices. It allowed me

to identify weak areas and refine my strategy with each attempt.

Many students also overlook the importance of analyzing their mistakes. After attempting
practice questions or mock tests, it is easy to simply verify the correct answers and move on.
However, this approach prevents meaningful improvement. The real benefit of practice lies in

understanding why a particular answer was incorrect.

Was the passage misunderstood? Was the question misread? Or was the reasoning flawed? Taking
the time to reflect on these questions helps identify recurring patterns of mistakes. Keeping a
record of such errors can be particularly advantageous as it allows aspirants to consciously avoid

repeating them in future attempts.

I maintained a dedicated diary/notebook to track my performance on every mock or sectional test,
recording the number of timed attempts and correct and incorrect answers. I would analyze this
data monthly to identify areas of strength, weakness, and improvement or where I was lacking

and needed to focus my efforts.

Time management is another area where many aspirants struggle. Some students try to study
for very long hours without a clear plan, while others focus excessively on one section and neglect

the rest.
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CLAT preparation requires balance. Each section of the exam demands a different skill set, and
allocating time wisely is crucial. Instead of attempting to study everything in one sitting, it is far
more effective to divide preparation into manageable segments. A structured routine that includes

reading practice, current affairs, and mock test analysis ensures steady progress over time.

Another mistake that I made is the tendency to use too many study resources. In the early
stages of preparation, it is tempting to collect multiple books, coaching materials, and online
notes in the hope of covering every possible topic. However, such behaviour often leads to

confusion rather than clarity.

Switching constantly between different resources makes it difficult to build a strong conceptual
foundation. During my preparation, I realized that limiting myself to a few reliable resources and
revising them thoroughly was far more effective than trying to cover everything available. Depth

of understanding is much more important than the number of materials used.

Another issue that affects many CLAT aspirants is the pressure to compare themselves with
others. Preparation often becomes stressful when students constantly measure their progress
against the scores or study routines of their peers. While healthy competition can be motivating,

excessive comparison can create unnecessary anxiety and self-doubt.

Every student has a different learning pace and preparation style. What matters most is steady
improvement over time rather than immediate results. During my preparation, focusing on
personal progress rather than comparison helped maintain a more positive and productive

mindset.

Consistency is key in CLAT prep, but it’s hard to keep up. Many students begin their
preparation with great enthusiasm,, but gradually lose momentum when results do not appear

immediately.

It is important to remember that improvement in comprehension and reasoning takes time. These
are skills that develop gradually through regular practice. Establishing daily habits—such as
reading a newspaper, solving passages, and revising notes—can make a significant difference over

the long term.

Finally, students often overlook the mistake of neglecting rest and mental well-being.
Preparing for a competitive exam can be mentally demanding, and burnout is a real risk if

students try to study continuously without breaks. Maintaining a balanced routine that includes
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proper rest, physical activity, and time away from study material can actually improve
productivity and concentration. A healthy and focused mind is far more capable of analysing

complex passages and solving reasoning questions effectively.

In conclusion, a lot of the problems that come up while studying for the CLAT aren’t because you
didn’t try hard enough; they’re because you made mistakes that could have been avoided.
Aspirants can greatly improve their preparation by focusing on understanding concepts, reading

regularly, taking practice tests, managing their time well, and being consistent.

As someone who has experienced the preparation process firsthand, I can say that success in
CLAT is not about studying the most hours or collecting the most resources; it is about studying
smartly, learning from mistakes, and steadily building the skills that the exam truly tests. With the
right approach and disciplined effort, the journey of preparing for CLAT can become both

manageable and intellectually rewarding.
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