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Inference-based reading comprehension questions are one of the most scoring and most

misunderstood areas in CLAT. Many aspirants feel that these questions are subjective or tricky by

design. In reality, inference questions are very logical if you know what the exam is testing and

how to approach the passage calmly.

This article will help you understand what inference questions really are, why CLAT loves them,

and how you can prepare for them in a practical and exam-oriented way.

What Are Inference-Based Questions in CLAT?

Inference questions do not ask you what is directly written in the passage. Instead, they ask you

what logically follows from the information given. The answer is not a guess, not your opinion, and

not outside knowledge.

In simple words, an inference is a conclusion that must be true based on the passage, even if it is

not stated in one sentence.

For example, if a passage says that a law was passed quickly without parliamentary debate and

later faced widespread criticism, an inference could be that the law may lack democratic

legitimacy. The passage may not say this directly, but the idea flows logically from what is written.

CLAT tests inference because it checks whether you can read carefully, connect ideas, and think

like a law student.

Why CLAT Focuses So Much on Inference

CLAT is not testing English vocabulary alone. It is testing reading comprehension, reasoning

ability, and legal thinking. In law, judges often infer intent, meaning, and consequences from texts

like statutes and judgments.
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Inference questions simulate this skill. If you master them, your accuracy improves not just in

English, but also in Legal Reasoning and Current Affairs passages.

Common Mistakes Students Make

Before discussing preparation, it is important to understand what not to do.

Many students bring outside knowledge into inference questions. CLAT does not reward what you

know about politics, law, or society. It rewards what the passage allows you to conclude.

Another common mistake is choosing extreme options. Words like always, never, completely, or

entirely are usually red flags in inference questions unless the passage clearly supports them.

Some students also read too fast and miss qualifiers like may, likely, often, or suggests. These

small words matter a lot in inference-based questions.

Step-by-Step Method to Solve Inference Questions

First, read the passage with one goal in mind. Understand the author’s main point and tone. Ask

yourself what the author is trying to say and why the passage was written.

Second, identify relationships in the passage. Look for cause and effect, problem and solution,

criticism and response, or comparison between ideas. Inference questions are usually based on

these relationships.

Third, read the question carefully. If it asks what can be inferred, the correct answer must be

supported by at least two or more lines of reasoning from the passage.

Fourth, eliminate options aggressively. Remove options that introduce new facts, exaggerate the

author’s point, or contradict the passage. In CLAT, elimination is more reliable than selection.

Finally, choose the option that is safest and most logically supported. The best inference often

feels boring and balanced, not dramatic or impressive.

How to Practice Inference Questions Effectively

Do not practice randomly. Quality matters more than quantity.
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Start with previous year CLAT passages. Identify only inference-based questions and practice

them separately. After solving, go back to the passage and underline the lines that support the

correct option. This builds confidence and clarity.

Practice reading editorials from newspapers like The Hindu or Indian Express. After reading one

article, write down three inferences in your own words. For example, what does the author

indirectly suggest about government policy or public response.

Another effective method is option analysis. Take one inference question and spend time

understanding why each wrong option is wrong. This trains your brain to spot traps quickly in the

exam.

How to Build the Right Reading Habit

Inference skills improve with mindful reading, not speed reading alone.

While reading, pause after each paragraph and ask yourself what changed, what was added, or

what was criticized. This habit helps you see the structure of arguments.

Avoid translating passages in your head or reading word by word. Focus on meaning and flow.

CLAT passages are designed to test understanding, not grammar.

Also, practice under timed conditions. Inference questions become harder when you panic. Train

yourself to stay calm and trust logic.

Final Exam-Day Tips

Do not overthink. The correct inference will always be rooted in the passage.

If two options seem correct, choose the one that is more directly supported and less extreme.

Remember that inference is not imagination. It is controlled logic based on given facts.

With consistent practice and the right mindset, inference-based questions can become your

strongest area in CLAT.

Master this skill, and you will see a clear improvement in your overall score and confidence.
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