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Time management is one of the most crucial skills for success in any exam, especially in

time-intensive tests like CLAT. Read this post to learn effective time management for

CLAT and other exams. 

Introduction

Effective time management is crucial for success in the Common Law Admission Test (CLAT), a

highly competitive exam that determines admission to prestigious National Law Universities in

India.

With only two hours to answer 120 questions across various sections, you get about a minute for

each question. Add to that the passage-based format, and suddenly, it feels like a race against

time. But trust me, effective time management isn’t about solving everything- it’s about strategic

selection and execution.

This article will explore strategies and techniques on effective time management for CLAT. 

Understanding the CLAT Exam Structure

To manage your time effectively, it’s essential first to understand the structure of the CLAT exam.

The exam consists of five sections:

English Language: Focuses on reading comprehension and language skills.

Current Affairs, including General Knowledge: Tests awareness of current events and general

knowledge.

Logical Reasoning: Assesses logical reasoning and analytical skills.

Legal Reasoning: Involves understanding legal principles and their application.

Quantitative Techniques: Tests mathematical skills and data interpretation.
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Play to Your Strengths

There’s no universal rule for which section to attempt first. Your strategy should be based on your

strengths and comfort level. However, a highly efficient order that you can follow is:

1. GK &amp; Current Affairs (10-12 mins) – These are fact-based questions, so either you know

them or you don’t. No overthinking, no rereading- mark and move on.

2. English Language (20-25 mins) – Read actively, eliminate options smartly, and don’t fall for

trap choices.

3. Logical Reasoning (25-30 mins) – Prioritize Critical Reasoning over lengthy Analytical

Reasoning puzzles.

4. Legal Reasoning (30-35 mins) – Read principle-first for speed, apply common sense before law,

and avoid assumptions beyond the given facts.

5. Quantitative Techniques (10-15 mins) – Don’t get stuck; approximation and elimination can

help in this section as well.

The Two-Pass Strategy

Your first goal is to answer everything you can quickly and accurately. A two-pass strategy helps

with this:

First Pass (Speed Round): Solve all the easy and medium questions in each section first. If a

question looks tough, skip it immediately.

Second Pass (Attack the Tough Ones): Now, with remaining time, go for the harder ones. Since

you’ve already secured the easier marks, you won’t feel panicked.

Mistake to Avoid: Many aspirants get stuck on 1-2 tough legal reasoning or analytical

reasoning questions and waste 5-7 minutes. That’s fatal. Train yourself to move on.

Learn to Read Passages Like a Pro

CLAT is now passage-based, so how you read determines how fast you answer. Here’s how to

optimize reading speed:

Skim the questions first: Before reading a passage, glance at the questions to understand what

to focus on.
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Take note of keywords: While reading, underline important names, dates, legal principles, and

argument structures.

Predict the answer: Before looking at the options, try guessing the answer. This prevents you

from getting confused by similar-looking choices. Please note that accuracy in this particular

practice can be achieved through regular reading and taking mocks.

Eliminate aggressively: If two options sound similar, one is probably a trap- find the flaw and

eliminate.

Section-Wise Time Management Tactics

GK & Current Affairs (10-12 minutes)

Fastest-scoring section if you know the facts.

If you don’t know an answer, guess only if you can eliminate at least two options. Otherwise,

skip it.

Avoid overanalyzing questions.

English Language (20-25 minutes)

For RC passages, spend 2 minutes reading, then answer quickly.

Prioritize main idea, inference, and tone-based questions first- these are easier.

If confused between two options, re-read the relevant passage part but limit it to 30-40

seconds.

Logical Reasoning (25-30 minutes)

Critical Reasoning is priority (Assumption, Strengthen/Weaken, Conclusion-based questions).

If a puzzle seems time-consuming, move on.

Legal Reasoning (30-35 minutes)

Read the principle before the facts: it saves time.

Do not use outside knowledge unless explicitly required.

Prioritize fact-based legal questions first, then move to tricky ones.
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If a principle seems too long, read the last sentence first: it usually contains the core rule.

Quantitative Techniques (10-15 minutes)

Approximation and shortcuts are your best friends.

If a question seems calculation-heavy, skip it and return later.

Focus on Ratio, Percentage, Averages, and Data Interpretation—these are high-scoring areas.

Avoid These Time-Wasting Traps

Reading the same passage multiple times- active reading is key.

Overanalyzing confusing GK questions- you either know it or don’t. Move on.

Spending too long on one puzzle in Logical Reasoning- skip if it’s taking more than 2-3

minutes.

Not using the “Mark for Review” feature wisely- use it only for questions you genuinely think

you can solve later.

Focus on Accuracy Over Speed

While it may be tempting to attempt all questions quickly, prioritize accuracy to avoid negative

marking. If unsure about an answer, it’s often better to skip it rather than guess incorrectly.

For multiple-choice questions, use elimination methods to narrow down options before making a

selection. This strategy can save valuable time and enhance accuracy.

Conclusion

Time management in CLAT is not just about speed; it’s about speed with strategy. The more you

practice under timed conditions, the better you’ll get at instinctively knowing which questions to

solve, which to skip, and which to come back to.

Take full-length mocks in strict time-bound conditions and analyze which sections drain your time.

Keep refining your approach until it’s second nature.

Read More: Mastering Newspaper Reading for CLAT
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