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CLAT does not test how many English words you know. It tests whether you can understand what

you read under pressure.

Vocabulary is important, but only the kind that shows up in editorials, opinions, judgments, and

serious writing. That is why random word lists rarely work. Reading smartly does.

If you build a simple daily habit of reading editorials and magazines for one year, your vocabulary,

reading speed, comprehension, and confidence improve together. This article gives you a practical

plan that fits into school life, coaching, and phone time.

How Much Should You Read Daily?

You do not need to read five newspapers. For CLAT, quality beats quantity.

Daily non negotiables:

One editorial or opinion piece from a newspaper

One short article or column from a magazine, three to four times a week

Time required: 30 to 40 minutes a day

How to Read?

Do not read passively. Read with three questions in mind.

What is the main argument?

What words or phrases feel unfamiliar or powerful?

What tone is the writer using?

Keep a small vocabulary notebook or a notes app. Write down words with the sentence they

appeared in. Do not write dictionary meanings first. Guess the meaning from context. This is
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exactly how CLAT tests vocabulary.

Newspapers You Should Read

Stick to English newspapers with strong editorial sections.

Primary newspaper: The Hindu or The Indian Express

Secondary options for variety: The Times of India editorials, The Telegraph editorials

Do not read news reports in detail. Focus on editorials, explained pages, and opinion columns.

Magazines That Actually Help in CLAT

Magazines improve vocabulary and critical thinking without feeling heavy.

Highly recommended:

The Economist

Frontline

The Caravan

Light but useful:

TIME magazine

The Atlantic

National Geographic

You do not need to read every article. Pick two to three per week.

52 Week Vocabulary and Editorial Reading Plan

Weeks 1 to 4: Start slow and build the habit. Read one editorial daily from The Hindu or Indian

Express. Focus on understanding the main idea, not speed. Learn 5 new words per day. Read one

magazine article per week from TIME or National Geographic.

Weeks 5 to 8: Increase depth. Read one editorial and one explained article on alternate days.

Start reading opinion columns. Vocabulary target remains 5 to 7 words daily. Add one article per

week from The Atlantic or The Economist.
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Weeks 9 to 12: Begin reading tougher content. Add Frontline or The Caravan once a week. Start

noticing tone, bias, and structure. Practice summarising editorials in three lines.

Weeks 13 to 16: Shift focus to comprehension under time. Read editorials with a timer. Try

finishing in 10 to 12 minutes. Vocabulary now comes from context, not memorisation. Start

revising old words every Sunday.

Weeks 17 to 20: Link reading with current affairs. Identify constitutional, legal, and social issues

in editorials. Read one long form article every week from The Economist or The Caravan.

Weeks 21 to 24: Start mixed reading days. One day political editorial, next day social issue, next

day international affairs. This improves adaptability, which CLAT loves to test.

Weeks 25 to 28: Mid year reset. Reduce quantity slightly but increase quality. Focus on

accuracy. Revise your vocabulary notebook. You should now have 700 to 900 useful words.

Weeks 29 to 32: Advanced phase. Read Supreme Court related editorials and legal explainers.

Notice legal terms and argument style. Start attempting comprehension passages after reading

editorials.

Weeks 33 to 36: Speed plus accuracy phase. Try reading editorials in 8 to 10 minutes. Focus on

inference based understanding rather than surface reading.

Weeks 37 to 40: Mock integration phase. Read editorials before mock tests. Notice improvement

in comprehension and vocabulary questions. Revise commonly confused words.

Weeks 41 to 44: Final content refinement. Stick only to high quality sources. Avoid overload.

Read fewer but better articles.

Weeks 45 to 48: Revision heavy phase. Re read marked editorials. Revise vocabulary lists

weekly. Focus on tone, sarcasm, and inference.

Weeks 49 to 52: Pre exam calm reading. No new sources. Light reading only. Maintain

confidence. Your vocabulary is now natural, not forced.

How Vocabulary Questions Actually Come in CLAT

CLAT does not ask direct meanings. It asks:

Word in context

Closest meaning
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Tone based vocabulary

Inference based vocabulary

That is why reading editorials works better than memorising lists.

Final Advice 

If you miss a day, do not panic. Just continue the next day. Consistency matters more than

perfection. Reading editorials may feel boring at first, but after a few months, you will start

thinking like the writer. That is when CLAT English becomes easy.

Read less. Read smart. Read daily.
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