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Introduction to stages of crime

In the Indian Penal Code (IPC), the stages of crime refer to the various stages involved in the

commission of a criminal offence. These stages assist in defining the various levels of criminal

activity and intent, as well as providing a framework for the legal system to determine criminal

liability and punishment.

A crime’s stages can range from the formation of criminal intent to the actual commission of the

offence, as well as any attempts to commit the crime and subsequent escape or evasion of law

enforcement. Understanding the stages of crime in the International Penal Code is essential for

prosecutors, defence attorneys, judges, and other legal professionals involved in the criminal

justice system.

It enables them to assess the seriousness of an offence, file appropriate charges, and impose

appropriate punishment based on the level of criminal activity involved. In this sense, the stages

of crime in the IPC are an important part of the criminal justice system and play an important role

in maintaining social order.

What are the stages of crime?

The following are the stages of a crime under the IPC:
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1. Intention: According to the IPC, this is the first stage of a crime. It entails a person making the

decision to commit a crime. The intent can be specific or broad.

2. Preparation: This stage entails getting ready to commit the crime. Gathering information,

acquiring the necessary tools or weapons, and planning the crime are all part of it.

3. Attempt: An attempt to commit a crime occurs when a person takes some steps towards

committing the crime. The attempt may fail for a variety of reasons, including the person being

apprehended, a change of heart, or some other intervening event.

4. Commission: The commission stage of a crime is where the actual crime is committed. It

entails the physical act of committing the crime, which could be theft, murder, or any other

offence.

Why are stages of crime important?

The stages of a crime in the IPC are significant because they aid in defining the nature and scope

of criminal liability for a specific offence. Each stage represents a different level of criminal intent

or activity, and the law applies different punishments and legal consequences to each stage.

Prosecutors, defence attorneys, judges, and other legal professionals involved in the criminal

justice system must understand the various stages of a crime.

The stages of a crime also aid in determining the accused’s criminal intent. The intent to commit a

crime, as well as the preparation and attempt to commit the crime, can be used in court to prove

the accused’s guilt. The law recognises that a person who has formed an intent to commit a crime

but has not yet done so is still a potential threat to society and should be held accountable for

their actions.

Furthermore, the stages of a crime aid in distinguishing between different degrees of a specific

offence. For example, attempting to commit murder may result in a less severe punishment than

actually committing murder, because the latter causes more harm to society. The law recognises

that committing a crime is more serious than preparing to commit a crime, and the punishment

for each stage of the crime reflects this.

In summary, the stages of a crime in the IPC are important because they help to define criminal

liability, establish the criminal intent of the accused, distinguish between different degrees of a

specific offence, and determine the appropriate punishment for each stage of the crime.
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Inchoate Offences under the IPC

In the Indian Penal Code, inchoate offences are those that are unfinished but still punishable by

law. These offences involve a person attempting to commit a crime, preparing to commit a crime,

or intending to commit a crime. In other words, inchoate offences occur prior to the actual

commission of a crime but are still considered criminal acts. It is important to notes that there is

no such thing as “choate” offences in Indian Penal Code. 

Under the IPC, there are three primary inchoate offences: attempt, preparation, and abetment.

1. An attempt to commit a crime is defined as taking steps to commit a crime but failing to

complete the act. For example, if someone tries but fails to steal a car, they can still be

charged with attempted theft. The punishment for attempted crimes is typically less severe

than the punishment for the completed crime, but it still carries a penalty.

2. Preparation entails gathering the tools, information, or resources needed to commit a crime.

For example, if someone plans to rob a bank and begins gathering weapons and scouting out

the location, they can still be charged with criminal preparation. Preparation offences, like

attempted crimes, carry a lesser penalty than completed crimes.

3. Abetment is the act of encouraging, assisting, or facilitating the commission of a crime by

another person. For example, if someone persuades another person to commit murder, they

may be charged with aiding and abetting the crime. The penalty for abetment may be the same

as the penalty for the completed crime.

It is important to note that even if they do not result in the actual commission of a crime, inchoate

offences are considered serious crimes under the law. This is due to the fact that they

demonstrate a person’s criminal intent and potential to cause harm to society. Furthermore,

inchoate offences are difficult to detect and prevent, making them a major concern for law

enforcement.

In summary, inchoate offences in the IPC are unfinished or incomplete criminal acts such as

attempts, preparations, and abetment. Although these offences do not result in the commission of

a crime, they are still punishable because they demonstrate a person’s criminal intent and

potential to harm society. Individuals must understand the legal implications of inchoate offences

and avoid engaging in such activities to protect themselves and others.
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