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In the first part of the article, we discussed various types of punishments. In this part,

we’re going to look at a few more types of punishments as well as a few interesting facts

about punishments.
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Punishments under the Indian Penal Code

In India, punishments are an integral part of the criminal justice system and are necessary for

maintaining social order. The Indian Penal Code (IPC) defines a wide range of offences and

penalties, including imprisonment, fines, community service, and, in extreme cases, the death

penalty. These punishments are intended to deter people from committing crimes, to punish those

who do, and to provide victims and their families with a sense of justice and closure.

Punishments under the IPC are significant for a number of reasons. For starters, they act as a

deterrent to potential offenders, as the fear of punishment may deter people from committing

crimes. Second, they help to maintain law and order by sending the message that society will not

tolerate criminal behaviour. Third, they give victims and their families a sense of justice because

the punishment is a form of retribution for the harm done.

Overall, the Indian Penal Code’s punishment system is critical to ensuring a safe and just society.

While it is critical to ensure that punishments are proportionate to the crime and that individuals

are afforded due process and a fair trial, the existence of a robust punishment system is required

to maintain law and order and to uphold the principles of justice and accountability in society.

Types of Punishment

Fines as punishment
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Fines are one of the most common types of punishment under the Indian Penal Code, and they are

usually imposed for minor offences. Section 63 of the IPC allows for the imposition of a fine as a

punishment for an offence, with the amount typically left to the judge’s discretion. A fine’s

purpose is to serve as a deterrent to the offender while also providing some form of compensation

to the victim or the state. Depending on the severity of the offence and other relevant factors,

fines may be imposed in addition to or in lieu of imprisonment.

The amount of the fine can vary greatly depending on the nature of the offence and the offender’s

financial situation. A person convicted of a minor traffic violation, for example, may face a small

fine, whereas a company found guilty of environmental pollution may face a much larger fine. In

some cases, such as cases of tax evasion or other financial crimes, the amount of the fine may be

determined by law.

Fines are an important form of punishment under the Indian Penal Code because they serve to

hold offenders accountable for their actions. While fines are not as severe as imprisonment or the

death penalty, they can still have a significant impact on the offender and are an important tool in

maintaining law and order in society.

Forfeiture as a punishment

Forfeiture is a legal process that takes away a person’s property or assets as punishment for their

involvement in a criminal offence. Forfeiture is one of the types of punishments that can be

imposed under the Indian Penal Code for certain types of offences.

Section 53 of the IPC specifies forfeiture as one of the possible punishments for violations of the

code. If a person is convicted of a specific offence, the court may order the forfeiture of any

property or assets used or intended to be used in the commission of the offence, or acquired as a

result of the offence.

Forfeiture is commonly used as a punishment for drug trafficking, organised crime, and economic

crimes such as money laundering. In a drug trafficking case, for example, the court may order the

forfeiture of cash, vehicles, or other assets used to transport or sell the drugs. The court may

order the forfeiture of assets obtained illegally, such as through fraud or embezzlement, in an

economic offence case.
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It is important to note that forfeiture is a separate punishment from fines or imprisonment, and it

is not contingent on the offender’s conviction. Even if the offender is acquitted, the court may

order the forfeiture of the assets if it is convinced that they were obtained or used in connection

with the offence.

Life Imprisonment under the IPC

The IPC specifies the punishment for various crimes, including life imprisonment, which is

reserved for serious offences. The maximum sentence for life imprisonment under the IPC is 14

years in some cases.

Life imprisonment is a possible punishment under the IPC for a variety of serious crimes. Here are

a few examples:

1. Murder (Section 302 IPC)

2. Attempt to murder if it causes great harm (Section 307 IPC)

3. Kidnapping, if it results in the victim’s death or if the victim is a minor (Section 364 IPC)

4. Suicide aid, if the person committing suicide is a minor, insane, or an idiot, or if the aid is done

with the intent to cause death (Section 306 IPC)

5. Robbery, if it involves the death or serious bodily harm of another person (Section 397 IPC)

6. If the victim is under the age of 12, the crime is rape (Section 376 IPC)

7. Offenses against the state, such as waging war on the Government of India (Section 121 of

IPC) or sedition (Section 124A IPC)

These are just a few examples; there are several other IPC offences that can result in life

imprisonment.

The Law Commission of India’s recommendations in its 47th report, published in 1972, were the

impetus for this specific duration of life imprisonment of 14 years. The Law Commission

recommended that life imprisonment be divided into two categories: “simple” and “rigorous.”

According to the Law Commission’s recommendations, simple life imprisonment would carry a

maximum term of 14 years, while rigorous life imprisonment would carry a term of 30 years or

until the prisoner’s natural life ended, whichever came first. However, the Indian legislature did

not accept the distinction between simple and rigorous life imprisonment, so the maximum term

of life imprisonment in India remained at 14 years.
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While the maximum sentence for life imprisonment is 14 years under the IPC, judges may impose

a sentence of less than 14 years based on the facts and circumstances of the case.

Other Interesting Provisions

Several provisions in the Indian Penal Code during British colonial rule in India allowed for the

deportation of individuals convicted of certain offences. These provisions were primarily intended

to keep British colonial rule in place and to suppress Indian nationalist movements.

Certain types of offenders could be deported from India under the British version of the IPC. It

authorised the deportation of anyone convicted of an offence punishable by imprisonment for

seven years or more, or of an offence under certain sections of the IPC relating to offences against

the state or public tranquilly. It also permitted the deportation of anyone deemed to be a threat to

public safety or public order, or who was deemed likely to commit further offences if allowed to

remain in India.
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