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Introduction

Newspapers are one of the most powerful tools for CLAT UG preparation. Given the exam’s
emphasis on comprehension, legal reasoning, general knowledge, and current affairs, developing

an effective newspaper reading strategy is essential.

However, merely skimming headlines or reading random articles is not enough; you need a

structured approach to absorb and retain relevant information efficiently.

This post will help you understand how to read a newspaper strategically, which sections to

focus on, and techniques to remember and recall information effectively.

Why is Newspaper Reading Crucial for CLAT UG?

Before diving into strategies, let’s understand why newspaper reading is indispensable for CLAT

UG preparation:

e Improves Reading Comprehension: The English and Legal Reasoning sections test your ability

to comprehend long passages quickly. Regular newspaper reading sharpens this skill.

e Strengthens General Knowledge (GK): Many questions in CLAT’s GK section are based on

recent national and international developments.

e Enhances Critical Thinking: Reading newspapers exposes you to different viewpoints, helping

you develop logical reasoning and legal aptitude.

e Familiarizes You with Legal Concepts: Law-related articles help in understanding

constitutional amendments, landmark cases, and legal principles.

e Boosts Vocabulary: Exposure to high-quality journalism enhances your word power, which is

useful in the English section.
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Where Does CLAT Get its Passages From?

Here are a few examples of passage sourced directly from newspapers in previous year CLAT

papers:
1. English: Passage (2022), Passage (2021)

2. Current Affairs: Passage 1, Passage 2

3. Legal Reasoning: Passage 1, Passage 2

4. Logical Reasoning: Passage 1,Passage 2, Passage 3

Which Sections to Focus on?

A. Editorials & Opinion Pages (Must Read!)

o Editorials enhance critical reasoning, comprehension, and vocabulary.

e They provide insight into legal and constitutional issues.
How to Read Editorials/ Opinion Pieces?

o Identify key arguments and counterarguments.

e Summarize the article in 2-3 bullet points.

Note down important phrases and vocabulary.

Compare different perspectives on a legal or political issue.

Relate the editorial to recent legal developments and Supreme Court decisions.

B. National & Legal News

e Focus on Supreme Court and High Court judgments.
e Read about new bills, laws, and constitutional amendments.

e Follow legal developments (e.g., right to privacy, same-sex marriage ruling, citizenship laws,

etc.).

C. International Affairs

e Prioritize India’s relations with neighboring countries.
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e There are important treaties and international organizations, such as the UN, WTO, and IC]J.
e Legal disputes involving India in international forums.

e UN resolutions and their impact on India.
How to read?

¢ Identify India’s stance on global issues.
e Note down important agreements and their impact.

e Focus on legal principles governing international relations (e.g., Vienna Convention).

D. Science, Technology, and Environment (Selective Reading)

e Important rulings of the Supreme Court on environmental laws.
e Space missions, medical breakthroughs, and Al regulations.

e Issues related to climate change and sustainable development.

How to Remember and Retain Information?

A. The 3-Level Note-Making Strategy

1. Daily Notes: Summarize articles into 3-4 bullet points.
2. Weekly Review: Revise and categorize topics under legal, economy, international, etc.

3. Monthly Compilation: Create a one-page summary of key events.

B. Mnemonics & Visualization Techniques

e Convert information into stories or acronyms.

e Example: For important Supreme Court cases, create a mind map of case facts, ruling, and

impact.

C. Teach Someone or Speak Out Loud

o Explaining news to a friend significantly improves recalling abilities.

e If alone, record a 2-minute explanation on your phone.

Conclusion
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Strategically reading newspapers can significantly improve CLAT UG. Focus on editorials, legal
updates, and international affairs while maintaining a structured note-taking system. With regular

practice, you’ll see a huge improvement in comprehension, legal reasoning, and GK performance.

Stay consistent, and newspaper reading will become your strongest weapon in cracking CLAT UG!
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