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How to Approach Mock Tests for CLAT UG

From a student’s perspective, mocks should become part of preparation fairly early. They are not

something meant only for the final stage of preparation.

Ideally, once you have spent a short time, maybe a week or two, understanding the exam pattern

and becoming familiar with the basic structure of the sections, you can begin attempting mocks.

These early mocks are not meant to test perfection or deep knowledge. They are meant to help

you understand how the paper feels as a whole.

At the same time, emotional readiness matters. Some students feel discouraged when they start
mocks too early and see low scores. Because of this, a safer approach can be to begin writing

mocks after one month or at most two months of preparation

By then, you usually have some comfort with reading passages, legal reasoning questions, and

basic time management.

This makes the experience less stressful while still ensuring that mocks become a regular part of

preparation.
The important idea is simple: Mocks are learning tools, not judgment tools.

Starting them early helps you become comfortable with the exam environment, question patterns,

and the mental stamina required for a two hour paper.

Writing Mocks with Time Discipline

One of the most important habits while attempting mocks isrespecting the timer. A mock

should always be written in a proper exam like setting where you follow the full time limit strictly.

This trains your mind to function under pressure and helps you understand how much time each

section actually requires.
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Dividing time between sections is extremely important. If one section takes longer than planned,
it automatically reduces the time available for the others. This often leads to questions being left
unattempted, not because the student does not know the answers, but because time was not

managed well.

Learning to move ahead even when you feel unsure is a skill that develops only through repeated

mock practice.

Another small but very important habit is keeping about five minutes within the exam
duration to fill in details like your roll number and name. In the actual CLAT examination, no
extra time is given for this. If these details are not filled properly, even a well attempted paper

may lose its value.

It is always safer to complete this step in the beginning or consciously reserve the last five

minutes for it, but never leave it uncertain or rushed.

Handling the OMR and Answer Marking Carefully

A common mistake students make during mocks is delaying OMR marking. Many mark answers
only on the question paper thinking they will transfer them later. This can become risky. If time
runs out, the OMR sheet may remain incomplete and all the effort spent solving questions

becomes useless.

A more reliable approach is to transfer answers regularly. Some students prefer filling the OMR
after completing one passage, while others do it after every question. Either method works as

long as OMR filling is done consistently and not postponed until the end.

Accuracy while filling the OMR is equally important. Even a small misalignment, such as marking
the answer of one question in the space meant for another, can create a chain of mistakes. Even if

your reasoning is correct, such mechanical errors can reduce your score significantly.

Developing calmness and attentiveness while filling the OMR is therefore an important exam

skill.

Learning from Mock Scores

The most important mindset to develop is how to interpret mock scores.
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Marks in mocks are not measures of intelligence or capability. They simply show gaps in

preparation.

A low score does not mean failure. It only shows where improvement is needed. Instead of feeling

disheartened, mock results should be treated as feedback.
They help you see:

e Which sections take too much time

e Which topics need revision

e Which mistakes keep repeating

e Sometimes improvement does not come from learning new content but from correcting small

and repeated errors.

Mocks also help you identify your strengths. When students recognize sections where they

perform well, they can rely on those areas to build confidence during the exam.

Over time, consistent mock analysis leads to steady improvement in performance

Conclusion

Mock tests become one of the strongest tools in CLAT preparation when approached correctly.
Starting them at the right time, respecting time limits, handling the OMR carefully, and learning

from mistakes all help build exam readiness.

More importantly, mocks teach students how to stay calm, focused, and strategic under

pressure.

Preparation is not about getting everything right from the beginning. It is about improving with

every attempt.

When mocks are treated as opportunities to learn rather than something to fear, they

become stepping stones toward confidence and success in the actual examination.
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