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Read the passage and answer the following questions.

PASSAGE

General defenses under the Indian Penal Code (IPC) provide legal justifications or excuses for

individuals accused of committing certain offenses. These defenses aim to balance the need for

holding individuals accountable for their actions while recognizing exceptional circumstances that

may warrant a different legal outcome.

The general defenses include consent, accident, necessity, mistake of fact, self-defense, private

defense, insanity, and infancy. Consent refers to situations where a person willingly agrees to the

act or harm caused. Accident covers instances where an act was unintentional or an unforeseen

consequence occurred.

Necessity arises when an individual commits an offense to prevent greater harm or danger.

Mistake of fact occurs when an individual commits an act under a genuine misunderstanding or

misinterpretation of facts. Self-defense and private defense allow individuals to protect

themselves or others from imminent harm or unlawful aggression.

Insanity provides a defense when the accused was mentally incapable of understanding the nature

and consequences of their actions. Lastly, infancy recognizes that children below a certain age

lack the mental capacity to form criminal intent. These general defenses play a vital role in the

criminal justice system by ensuring fairness and considering the unique circumstances

surrounding each case.

Question 1: Ram, a shopkeeper, sees a young child stealing a chocolate bar from his store. Out of

concern for the child’s well-being, Ram refrains from taking any legal action against the child.

Which of the following general exceptions is applicable in this situation?

a) Consent

b) Mistake of fact
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c) Necessity

d) Infancy

Question 2: Ramesh, while defending himself against an attacker, uses more force than

necessary and causes grievous harm to the attacker. Which of the following general exceptions

may apply in Ramesh’s defense?

a) Self-defense

b) Mistake of fact

c) Private defense

d) Consent

Question 3: Alok, a doctor, performs a surgical procedure on a patient with the patient’s

informed consent. However, due to a rare medical complication, the patient suffers unexpected

harm. Which of the following general exceptions may protect Alok from liability?

a) Consent

b) Accident

c) Necessity

d) Mistake of fact

Question 4: Anu finds a wallet lying on the ground and, after some hesitation, decides to keep it

for herself. Later, she discovers the owner’s identification and returns the wallet to the owner. Is

Anu liable for theft?

a) Yes, because she initially took possession of the wallet dishonestly.

b) No, because she returned the wallet to the owner.

c) It depends on the value of the contents in the wallet.

d) It depends on whether the owner files a complaint.

Question 5: Mohan, a firefighter, breaks open the door of a burning house to rescue the

residents trapped inside. In doing so, he causes damage to the property. Which of the following

general exceptions justifies Mohan’s actions?
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a) Consent

b) Mistake of fact

c) Necessity

d) Infancy

Question 6: Rahul, a police officer, shoots a suspect in the leg to prevent the suspect from fleeing

the crime scene. Which of the following general exceptions may protect Rahul from liability?

a) Consent

b) Accident

c) Necessity

d) Mistake of fact

Question 7: Aarti, while defending herself against a physical assault, uses a weapon that she

believed to be non-lethal but accidentally causes the assailant’s death. Which of the following

general exceptions may apply in Aarti’s defense?

a) Consent

b) Accident

c) Self-defense

d) Insanity

Question 8: In a medical emergency, Dr. Gupta administers treatment to a patient without

obtaining the patient’s consent. The treatment saves the patient’s life. Which of the following

general exceptions may protect Dr. Gupta from liability?

a) Necessity

b) Consent

c) Mistake of fact

d) Intoxication

Question 9: Mohan, a fisherman, accidentally damages a neighbor’s fishing net while casting his

own net into the river. Which of the following general exceptions may apply in Mohan’s defense?
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a) Accident

b) Necessity

c) Consent

d) Infancy

Question 10: Rita, a caretaker in a nursing home, administers medication to an elderly resident

without checking the dosage instructions and unintentionally causes harm to the resident. Which

of the following general exceptions may protect Rita from liability?

a) Mistake of fact

b) Accident

c) Consent

d) Insanity

ANSWERS

1. d

2. c

3. b

4. b

5. c

6. c

7. b

8. a

9. a

10. a

Check out this space for more such sample papers!
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