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CLAT English section comprises passages followed by questions to test the comprehension and

language skills of candidates.

PASSAGE

For centuries, the concept of time has perplexed and fascinated humanity. Time is both a
relentless force, driving change and progression, and an enigmatic abstraction, eluding complete
comprehension. Philosophers, scientists, and thinkers from various disciplines have grappled with
the nature of time, offering diverse perspectives that shape our understanding of this profound

concept.

One prevalent view of time is the linear perspective, which posits that time flows in a singular
direction, from the past to the present and into the future, like an unbroken stream. This
perspective aligns with our everyday experience of time’s arrow, where events unfold sequentially
and cannot be reversed. The linear view underpins much of classical physics and our common

understanding of causality.

Contrastingly, Einstein’s theory of relativity introduced a revolutionary concept of spacetime.
According to this theory, time is not an independent entity but intimately interconnected with
space. Gravitational forces and relative motion can dilate or contract time, leading to the
phenomenon of time dilation. This perspective challenges the notion of a universal, absolute time

and suggests that time’s flow is contingent on one’s position and velocity in the cosmos.

Quantum physics further complicates our understanding of time. In the quantum realm, particles
can exist in multiple states simultaneously, defying classical notions of cause and effect. This

leads to the concept of time symmetry, where the past and future are indistinguishable at the
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quantum level. Some physicists argue that time may not have the objective flow we perceive but

rather is a subjective construct emerging from our limited observations.

The concept of time also permeates philosophy and culture. Existentialist philosophers like Jean-
Paul Sartre grapple with the idea of human existence as a continuous struggle against the
relentless march of time. Literature and art often explore themes of nostalgia, the passage of
time, and the human desire to capture fleeting moments. The ticking clock serves as a universal

symbol of life’s impermanence.

In the realm of psychology, time perception varies across individuals and cultures. Some cultures
emphasize a cyclical view of time, where events repeat in patterns, while others prioritize a linear
view, valuing progress and change. Psychological studies delve into how our perception of time

influences decision-making, memory, and overall well-being.

One cannot discuss time without touching on the subjective experience of time. Time can appear
to drag during moments of boredom or anxiety, while it seems to fly by during moments of joy and
engagement. This temporal distortion is a reflection of our inner state and demonstrates the

subjective nature of time perception.

In the pursuit of understanding time, we confront questions that transcend scientific inquiry.
What is the nature of time? Does time exist independently of human perception? Can we truly

grasp the essence of time, or is it an enigma forever beyond our comprehension?

QUESTIONS

1. What is the linear perspective of time, as described in the passage?

A) Time flows in both directions, past to future and future to past.
B) Time flows in a singular direction from the present into the future.
C) Time is an abstract concept with no defined direction.

D) Time is an illusion according to classical physics.
2. According to Einstein’s theory of relativity, how is time related to space?

A) Time is an independent entity unaffected by space.
B) Time and space are unrelated concepts.
C) Time is intimately interconnected with space.

D) Time flows in the opposite direction of space.
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3. According to the passage, what is a common theme explored in literature and art

related to time?

A) The idea of time as an unbreakable chain.
B) The concept of time symmetry in quantum physics.
C) Themes of nostalgia, the passage of time, and the impermanence of life.

D) The subjective experience of time.
4. What does the passage suggest about the subjective experience of time?

A) Time perception is entirely objective and unaffected by inner states.
B) Time always seems to fly by during moments of joy and engagement.
C) Time perception reflects our inner state and is subjective.

D) The passage does not discuss the subjective experience of time.
5. In the passage, what is a suitable synonym for “relentless” as used to describe time?

A) Unyielding
B) Serene

C) Fleeting
D) Variable

ANSWERS

1. B) Time flows in a singular direction from the present into the future.

2. C) Time is intimately interconnected with space.

3. C) Themes of nostalgia, the passage of time, and the impermanence of life.
4. C) Time perception reflects our inner state and is subjective.

5. A) Unyielding

To practice more such questions, click here!
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