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Read the passage and answer the following questions.

Through the long, lonely years of my childhood, when my father’s palace seemed to tighten its
grip around me until I couldn’t breathe, I would go to my nurse and ask for a story. And though
she knew many wondrous and edifying tales, the one that I made her tell me over and over was
the story of my birth. I think I liked it so much because it made me feel special, and in those days
there was little else in my life that did. Perhaps Dhai Ma realized this. Perhaps that was why she
agreed to my demands even though we both knew I should be using my time more gainfully, in
ways more befitting the daughter of King Drupad, ruler of Panchaal, one of the richest kingdoms

in the continent of Bharat.

The story inspired me to make up fancy names for myself: Offspring of vengeance, or The
unexpected one. But Dhai Ma puffed out her cheeks at my tendency to drama, calling me The girl

who wasn’t invited. Who knows, perhaps she was more accurate than I.

This winter afternoon, sitting cross-legged in the meager sunlight that managed to find its way
through my slit of a window, she said, “When your brother stepped out of the sacrificial fire onto

the cold stone slabs of the palace hall, all the assembly cried out in amazement.”

She was shelling peas. I watched her flashing fingers with envy, wishing she would let me help.

But Dhai Ma had very specific ideas about activities that were appropriate for princesses.

“An eye-blink later,” she continued, “when you emerged [1] the fire, our jaws dropped. It was so
quiet, you could have heard a housefly fart.” I reminded her that flies do not perform that

particular bodily function.

She smiled her squint-eyed, cunning smile. “Child, the things you don’t know would f{ill the milky
ocean where Lord Vishnu sleeps-and spill over its edges.” I considered being offended, but I

wanted to hear the story. So I held my tongue, and after a moment she picked up the tale again.
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“We’d been praying for thirty days, from sun-up to sundown. All of us: your father, the hundred

priests he’d invited to Kampilya to perform the fire-ceremony, headed by that shifty-eyed pair,

Yaja and Upayaja, the queens, the ministers, and of course the servants. We’d been fasting,

too—not that we were given a choice-just one meal, each evening, of flattened rice soaked in milk.

King Drupad wouldn’t eat even that. He only drank water carried up from the holy Ganga, so that

the gods would feel obligated to answer his prayers.”

Taken from ‘The Palace of Illusions’ by Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni

1.
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How did the protagonist feel growing up in the palace?

. Dejected

. Abandoned
. Alienated

. Worried

. Which term is the closest to the word ‘edifying’?

a. enlightening

o o o

o,

. improving
. entertaining

. inspiring
. What can be written in place of [1]?

. from
. of
. from within

. none of the above
. What does the phrase ‘held my tongue’ mean?

. kept mum
. Stopped myself from talking
. Stopped questioning

. refrained from objecting vehemently

. Why did the protagonist enjoy the tales told by Dhai Ma?

Read & share online: https://new-clatalogue-web.vercel.app/sample-reading-comprehension-questions-for-clat-2024-4



https://new-clatalogue-web.vercel.app/sample-reading-comprehension-questions-for-clat-2024-4

.ATalogue

The Home of Law Aspirants

a. It helped her reminiscence
b. It helped her remember details better
c. The protagonist felt special

d. The protagonist felt hopeful

Answers

Preparing for CLAT 2024? Get an edge over other candidates by solving

sample questions every day!
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