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Introduction

Hindu law is a complex system of laws that governs the lives of millions of people in India and
other parts of the world. It has a rich history that stretches back thousands of years, and it has
evolved and changed over time as society has changed. The sources of Hindu law can be divided
into various categories like ancient sources, modern sources, primary sources, and secondary

sources.

Ancient Sources of Hindu Law

The ancient sources of Hindu law include the Vedas, the Upanishads, and the Smritis. The Vedas
are the oldest sacred texts of Hinduism, dating back to 1500 BCE. They are a collection of hymns,
prayers, and rituals that were passed down orally for generations before they were finally written
down. They contain a vast collection of knowledge, including spiritual and philosophical teachings,
as well as descriptions of rituals and customs. The Vedas are considered to be the primary source

of Hindu law, as they provide the fundamental principles that underpin the entire legal system.

The Upanishads are philosophical texts that were written around the 8th century BCE. They
explore the nature of reality, the soul, and the ultimate goal of human life. The Smritis are a
collection of texts that were written between the 2nd century BCE and the 5th century CE. They
contain detailed instructions on social, moral, and religious behavior. They are a secondary source
of Hindu law, as they expand upon the principles set forth in the Vedas and provide more specific
guidelines for conduct. There are several important Smritis, including the Manusmriti, the

Yajnavalkya Smriti etc.
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Modern Sources of Hindu Law

The modern sources of Hindu law include legislation, judicial decisions, and customs. Legislation
refers to laws that are enacted by the Indian parliament or state legislatures. These laws include
the Hindu Marriage Act, the Hindu Succession Act, and the Hindu Minority and Guardianship Act.
Judicial decisions refer to the decisions made by the Indian courts in cases that involve Hindu law.
These decisions have the force of law and can be used as precedent in future cases. Judicial
decisions are an important source of law as these decisions are based on the principles set forth in
the Vedas and Smritis, as well as on customary practices and local traditions. Over time, a body of

case law has developed, which is used to guide future legal decisions.

Customs refer to the practices and traditions that have developed over time in the society.
Customary practices are another important source of Hindu law. These practices are based on
local traditions and are often passed down through generations. They can vary widely depending

on the region and community, but they are considered to be an important part of Hindu law.

Primary Sources of Hindu Law

The primary sources of Hindu law are the texts that are considered authoritative by Hindu
scholars and practitioners. These texts include the Vedas, the Upanishads, and the Smritis. They
are considered to be the most important sources of Hindu law because they contain the original
teachings of Hinduism. The Vedas, in particular, are considered to be the ultimate source of all

knowledge in Hinduism.

Secondary Sources of Hindu Law

The secondary sources of Hindu law include commentaries, digests, and textbooks. Commentaries
are works that interpret and explain the primary sources of Hindu law. They are written by
scholars and experts in Hindu law and are used to help practitioners understand the meaning and
significance of the primary sources. Digests are collections of legal principles that have been
extracted from the primary sources of Hindu law. They are organized by topic and are used to

provide a concise summary of the law on a particular subject.

Over the centuries, many scholars have written commentaries on the Vedas and Smritis. These
commentaries are an important source of Hindu law, as they provide interpretations and

explanations of the texts.
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