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In a vibrant democracy like India, having an accurate list of voters is essential. Elections work

only if the people who are eligible to vote are on the voter list and those who are not eligible are

removed.

In 2025–26, India has launched a nationwide effort called the Special Intensive Revision (SIR)

of electoral rolls to make India’s voter lists more accurate, inclusive, and fair. This process is

shaping up to be one of the most important administrative exercises ahead of elections in many

states and the country as a whole.

What Is Special Intensive Revision?

The electoral roll is the official list of people who can vote in a constituency. Normally, the

Election Commission updates this list every year to add new voters and correct mistakes. But the

Special Intensive Revision is much deeper.

SIR involves door-to-door verification of every voter by Booth Level Officers (BLOs) and

requires voters to submit fresh details and supporting documents. The idea is to remove names

that are incorrect, duplicate, belong to deceased people or those who have shifted elsewhere, and

to add all eligible voters who may have been missed earlier.

It is conducted under the rules of the Representation of the People Act, 1950 and the Election

Commission’s constitutional powers under Article 324 of the Indian Constitution.

Why Is SIR Needed Now?

India has seen rapid migration, massive population shifts, and many new voters turning 18 since

the last major revision. Areas with high urbanisation and frequent internal movement often have

inaccurate voter lists.
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At the same time, there are concerns that outdated entries, duplicates, and incorrect addresses

could undermine election fairness. SIR is meant to ensure that the principle of “one person, one

vote” is upheld and that voter lists reflect reality on the ground.

How Does the Process Work?

The SIR is a multi-step process:

1. House-to-House Visits: BLOs visit every household in the state to collect fresh information on

voters. They distribute and collect forms from families to confirm who lives at a particular

address. Old lists are compared with new declarations.

2. Document Verification: Voters may need to provide proof of age, residence, and citizenship.

Documents like voter ID cards, ration cards, or Aadhaar may be used, depending on rules, to

support eligibility.

3. Draft Electoral Roll: After door-to-door verification, a draft list of voters is published. Citizens

can check if their name appears and raise complaints if there are errors.

4. Claims and Objections: Voters can file specific forms to add missing names, correct details, or

object to entries that seem incorrect.

5. Final Electoral Roll: After considering claims and objections, the final voter list is published

ahead of upcoming elections.

Examples From the Ground

The impact of SIR is already visible in states where it has been implemented:

In Uttar Pradesh, the draft voter list released during SIR showed that nearly 2.89 crore names

were deleted because they were found to be outdated or incorrect. Citizens are now checking

their names and submitting corrections before the final list is published.

In Gorakhpur district, more than 6,45,000 voters were removed from the rolls after verification

showed that many were absent, shifted, or deceased.

Ghaziabad has set up hearing centres for people whose names appeared as “unmapped,”

meaning their details did not match earlier records and must be confirmed in person.

These examples show how SIR is correcting lists in both urban and rural areas and helping

electoral authorities build more accurate voter registers.
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Challenges and Controversies

While the goal of SIR is clear and democratic, the process has not been without debate. Some

political leaders have raised concerns that the exercise could force voters to re-establish their

identity or lead to errors if documentation is not accepted.

Others worry that deletions might affect election outcomes in closely contested areas. These

concerns point to the delicate balance between accuracy and inclusiveness in electoral

administration.

Why SIR Matters for Democracy

Accurate electoral rolls are not an administrative luxury. They form the backbone of free and fair

elections. If eligible voters are missing from the list, they cannot participate in choosing their

representatives.

Conversely, outdated or duplicate names could create confusion or undermine confidence in the

process. SIR aims to reduce these errors and make the voting process more transparent and

trustworthy.

From a constitutional perspective, SIR supports the right to vote guaranteed under Article 326 of

the Indian Constitution, which gives every citizen aged 18 and above the right to cast a vote in

elections unless disqualified by law.

Conclusion

The Special Intensive Revision of electoral rolls is one of the most important exercises in India’s

democratic calendar right now. It is not just about updating names on a list. It is about ensuring

that every eligible citizen is recognised as a voter and can take part in the democratic process.

As voters check their names, update their details, and challenge inaccuracies, the SIR is

strengthening the foundation of free and fair elections in India.

For students and citizens alike, understanding SIR is critical to understanding how India protects

and empowers the voter, which lies at the heart of democracy.
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